
 

Thousands of unseen photographs of Devon by James Ravilious and 

Roger Deakins to be revealed.  

This autumn a huge collection of previously unseen photographs of Devon by James Ravilious and 

Roger Deakins will be available for public viewing.  As part of a project undertaken by Beaford Arts 

and funded by the National Lottery, over 80,000 photographs have been digitised and will be made 

available to view online.  

 

The photographs capture life in rural Devon over a twenty year period starting in the early 70s and 

provide an unparalleled view of Devon’s landscape, its communities and agricultural practice.  

 

Many will be familiar with James Ravilious’ photographs already in the public domain.  There have 

been many films, exhibitions and published books about his work.  Michael Morpurgo has frequently 

cited his photographs as an inspiration and Alan Bennet in an interview for The Telegraph praised his 

work stating:  

 

‘These photographs, anything but nostalgic, reveal the persistence of an England one had thought 

long gone.’  

From an artistic perspective, Ravilious categorised these published photographs as his best work.  

The photographs about to be released, although not considered by Ravilious himself to be of the 

same quality, offer an unparalleled portrait of Devon at that time.  

 

Mark Wallace, Director of Beaford Arts said:  

 

‘It’s hard to believe that these photos can be seen as anything other than outstanding. They serve as 

a vital record of our past. In exploring our social history we hope that this new collection will help us 

consider our future and what our legacy will be for the next generation.’  

 

The Ravilious collection for the Beaford Archive is joined by photographs from Roger Deakins.  Now 

one of the most prolific and revered cinematographers working in film  - he recently won an Oscar 

for his work on Blade Runner 2049 -  it is a little known fact that Deakins was the first to take on the 

Beaford Archive commission.  In 1971 he spent almost six months following a young farm labourer, 

Dereck Bright and chronicling his work.  Photographs of Dereck Bright will be revealed alongside a an 

audio interview with him as part of 40 oral history recordings that have been conducted with local 

people connected to the archive, with 40 more interviews to follow.  

 

The project has been supported by a £547,700 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).  Nerys 

Watts, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund, South West said: 



 

‘Thanks to money raised by National Lottery players, we are delighted to support this hugely exciting 

project from Beaford Arts.  The photographs offer a vital record of Devon as it was and the 

community engagement initiatives around these collections, including projects with primary schools 

and professional artists as well as the oral history interviews, are ensuring that they continue to 

resonant and ignite fascinating discussions about how we live now.’  

 

ENDS 

Notes to Editors: 

A selection of photographs from the new collection can be sent on request.  Contact 

Kelly@beaford.org.uk 

About Beaford  

Beaford is a pioneering network of rural North Devon communities celebrating our land, our lives and 

our future.  

 

We share professional arts events in our villages; develop the extraordinary rural record of James 

Ravilious and Roger Deakins; and create new projects with UNESCO’s North Devon Biosphere 

Reserve - a global designation recognising our unique environment.  

Beaford is a registered charity supported using public funding by Arts Council England.   

This digital archive project, Hidden Histories, is supported by the National Lottery through the 

Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and the Paul Hamlyn Foundation.  

About the Heritage Lottery Fund  

Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and 

protect the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and 

buildings we love, from precious memories and collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk.  Follow us 

on Twitter, Facebook andInstagram and use #HLFsupported 

Media Contact: 

Kelly Johnson 

Marketing & Audience Development Manager 

Kelly@beaford.org.uk 

07989 416311 
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